Britain at last prepared to resist aggression and
to support the rule of law against the threat of force In
Europe, the German Government saw that it had been
wrongly advised. Its adviser was von Ribhentrop. During
his tortuous sojourn in England he had formed his own
conclusions ^ that England was decadent and would not
fight to resist German expansion at the expense of other
States. And he told Hitler so. Munich led Hitler to
believe that his Foreign Minister was right, but the
completion of Czechoslovakian destruction and the threat
to Poland, which resulted in England oxtering aid to
Poland and to all other countries who felt their" security
threatened by German policy, caused a rapid readjustment
of his outlook on perfidious Albion.
Practically coincident with the opening of the talks with
Russia which were intended to bring the Soviet into a
peace front with France and Britain and to oppose with
force any further attempted alteration of the frontiers of
Europe, Franz von Papen was appointed^ as the official
notice ran, " on the proposal of Herrn von Ribbentrop,"
to be German Ambassador to Turkey.
This was on 18 April 1939 and talks had already begun
between a British delegation and the Turkish Government,
whereby it was hoped that Turkey would find her way
into the new Grand Alliance which was to oppose with
blood and treasure the power-drunk missionary of a new
German world mission.
Papen and Ribbentrop had put their heads together
again and were resolved to stop at nothing to prevent a
hardening of the attitude of the Western Democracies.
In England political exigency had made war on reason
and the pressure of events, coupled with an equally strong
pressure from the British working-class movement, had
caused a Conservative British Government, against its
better judgment and natural dislike of a r^gime^ alien to
its upbringing, to seek the friendship of a Russia whose
hands were smeared with the blood of millions of its own
populace and whose pockets were gorged with the assets
of British traders who had been expropriated during die
revolution of 1917*
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